CHAPTER VI OTHER COMMON AILMENTS OF CATTLE
IN this chapter are grouped those diseases that do not fall naturally into the classes already discussed. This position is not to be taken as an index of their relative importance. Most of the diseases are common on farms.
MINERAL DEFICIENCY IN CATTLE
The subject of mineral feeding is of prime importance to all farmers, Much misinformation has been spread about the use of minerals. In some instances such extravagant claims have been made that a good farm practice has fallen into disrepute. Since mineral feeding became commercialized, it has been hailed as a cure-all for almost every disease of man or animals. Farmers are beset on all sides with conflicting statements as to the. efficiency of this or that mineral mixture. Certainly many animals are fed rations deficient in some of the essential minerals, but'it is carrying the argument a little too far to assume that a mineral-deficient ration is responsible for such widespread diseases as contagious abortion and tuberculosis. Some of the mixtures offered are little more than the old-fashioned stock tonic with a new label. Some of these very complex mixtures actually do harm. Many contain ten or more elements when one would serve the purpose, and they only increase the cost of the mixture. Most cattle owners have long recognized that live-stock do not need tonics for normal growth. Good feeding will insure this. Mineral feeding will not double the milk-flow, it will not increase the number of pigs in a litter, nor will it make a hen lay 118